
1 

Dear Parents 
    
With one third of the term behind us and two weeks away from 
interim reports I have been reflecting on the nature of those reports 
and what you , as parents, should discuss with your daughters when 
the reports are issued. This year all levels of the school, senior as 
well as junior, will receive reports, providing feedback on their 
progress to date. What I would like your daughter to ask herself is 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΚ bƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
have I been but what is my achievement? 

Why focus on achievement rather than success?  
 
To quote Helen Hayes: "My mother drew a 
distinction between achievement and success. She 
said that achievement is the knowledge that you 
have studied and worked hard and done the best 
that is in you. Success is being praised by others. 
That is nice but not as important or satisfying. 
Always aim for achievement and forget about 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέΦ   
 
Studying and working hard, doing the best that 
she can, is what is expected of every student of 
¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ƭƛŜǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘΣ 
satisfaction and empowerment. That this also 
leads so universally to success is an added bonus 
that must never be taken for granted but, that 
can and should be celebrated by the school and 
by the community. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ 
of the scholarship examinations, with twelve 
scholarships (one outstanding) being gained by 
our girls, and one more by Luke Wilson, from  
 

¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ .ƻȅǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ 5ǊŀƳŀ ƘŜǊŜ 
last year. 
 
The full list of scholarships is included in this 
newsletter and we congratulate all students 
involved who have both achieved and succeeded 
in 2009 and look forward to the outcomes for 
2010. 
 
Lastly a reminder about the importance of taking 
risks in order to achieve "Never be afraid to try 
something new. Remember, amateurs built the 
Ark. Professionals built the Titanic." 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pauline Cowens 
Principal 

Strive and Achieve 
Ma te kaha e taea ai 
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930 Cameron Road, Tauranga 3112  
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 Student Code of Conduct 
Students of Tauranga Girls' College are expected to be supportive of each other in achieving their     
educational goals.  No student has the right to impede the educational progress of any other student. 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлмл ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
students.  
 
All students are expected to achieve the standard set in the Code of Conduct to ensure that teaching 
and learning can be  effective, individual students can access a safe and secure learning environment 
and your daughter can present herself with the pride that comes from belonging to a highly respected 
College.    
 
Copies of the code are printed in the prospectus and the year level booklets issued at the beginning of 
the year, and are displayed in every classroom.  On enrolment, parents, guardians or caregivers and 
students sign an enrolment agreement to abide by the code and the rules supporting it. 

Set high educational goals each year. 
 
Set daily, weekly, term and annual goals. 
Plan time so that deadlines can be met. 
Attend class ready to learn and to support the 
learning of others. 
Arrive at school and in class on time. 
Work consistently in class. 
  
 Treat others with respect. 
 
Show respect towards students, staff and visitors. 
  
Make the most of the educational opportunities 
offered by Tauranga Girls' College in and  out of 
the classroom. 
 
Participate in sport and cultural activities. 

Offer service to the school and community. 
 
Protect the school environment as a healthy and 
safe place. 
 
Keep classrooms and grounds clean, tidy and free 
from vandalism. 
Never bring cigarettes, drugs or alcohol to school. 
 
Preserve the good name of the College. 
 
Always act in a manner which brings credit to 
yourself and to Tauranga Girls' College. 
Wear the school uniform correctly in and out of 
school. 
Show pride in being a member of our school  
community. 

Electronic copy of Newsletter 
 
The monthly newsletter is available electronically for download from our website www.tgc.school.nz 
together with archived copies for the current year. 
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¶ Congratulations to Soontariya Utto whose Photography board has been requested to be part of 
the Top Art exhibition that tours the country. There are 2 groups of approximately 25 boards that tour 
around 30 locations. These boards are examples of Excellences.  
 
¶ Beach Volleyball:  At the bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ .ŜŀŎƘ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ held in 
Gisborne the weekend of 13/14 February Stephanie Pierce and Dylan Vaetoe won Gold medals and 
Irene and Andrea Tauai won Silver. 
 
¶ Hockey: Jordan McGarva and Oriwa Hepi were members of the bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ aŀƻǊƛ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Hockey team that competed in the Oceania Pacific Cup Hockey Tournament in Fiji in December, winning 
Gold. 

 
¶ Inline Hockey: Kallie French has been selected in the New Zealand 2010 Under 16 Junior 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴƭƛƴŜ IƻŎƪŜȅ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 
 
¶ Rock Climbing: At the National Junior Female Recreational Rock Climbing Series 1 Amanda Speed 
gained 1st place,  Sabrina Street 2nd place and Irmak Thompson 3rd place. 
 
¶ Swimming: Vivien Conway and Jessica Hough competed in the New Zealand Open Swimming 
Championships in Taupo in January. Vivien won a Silver medal for the 10k race in the 13 -15 year age 
group and gained 12th place in her age group for the 5k race.  Jessica gained 8th place in the 10k race and 
was 1st ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΩ ocean swim the next day. 
 
¶ Tae Kwan Do: Kara Timmer was a member of the New Zealand Tae Kwan Do team that travelled 
to Argentina. She gained 1st  place for Team Pattern, Team Special Technique, Team Power and 2nd place 
ƛƴ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ {ǇŀǊǊƛƴƎΦ YŀǊŀ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ DƛǊƭǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴ .Ŝǎǘ hǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ 
 
¶ Touch: Keisha Marshall, Ngarata Delamere-Ririnui, Jamie-Lee Prier and Harmony Dinsdale have 
been selected in the .ŀȅ ƻŦ tƭŜƴǘȅ ¦ƴŘŜǊ мт DƛǊƭǎΩ ¢ƻǳŎƘ team which played in the Inter Provisional 
Tournament and will play in Nationals in March.   
 
Toia Tiwha was selected in the bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭƎƛǊƭǎΩ нллф ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ team, and the 
!ƻǘŜŀǊƻŀ hǇŜƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ нлмл which played in the New Zealand Maori Indigenous Tournament in 
January. She was also selected in the Bay of Plenty Open Mixed 2010 team.  That tournament will be 
played in March. 
 

Achievements 

¶ Athletics: At the North Island Colgate Games in Auckland, Amy Robinson  won Gold in Long jump; 
Silver in Hurdles; Silver in 100m; Bronze in 200m and Bronze in relay in the 13 year old  girls. 
Kate Somerfield attended the South Island Colgate games and won Bronze in the Discuss for 14 year old 
girls. 
 
¶ Cricket: Jacinta Coleman was selected as a reserve in the Northern Districts Cricket Secondary 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ¢ŜŀƳ and also attended the Northern Spirits High Performance Camp. 
 
¶ Surf Lifesaving: Siobhan Wright gained 2nd place in ¦ƴŘŜǊ нм ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǳǊŦ ōƻŀǘǎ at the BOP Surf 
Lifesaving Championships.  Siobhan was selected in the Surf Lifesaving New Zealand 2010 Lion 
Foundation Under 19 Surf League team. 
 
¶ Tennis: At the Bay of Plenty Secondary School Tennis Championships held on 19 February Anna 
Mahon and Ellie Verran gained 1st place in the DƛǊƭǎΩ 5ƻǳōƭŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ hƴŜ. In Division Two,  Katie 
Emmett won the DƛǊƭǎΩ {ƛƴƎƭŜǎ with Sara Merritt and Aleisha Rosier winning the DƛǊƭǎΩ 5ƻǳōƭŜǎ.  In the 
Consolation Plate Division One Jacinta Coleman and Emily van Arendonk won the DƛǊƭǎΩ 5ƻǳōƭŜǎ. 
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Parent Teacher Association 

¶ Triathlon: Emma Doran gained 1st place in the ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ нсƪƳ race in the Central Hawkes  
Bay Tour De Beautiful.   
 
At the .ŀȅ ƻŦ tƭŜƴǘȅ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ¢ǊƛŀǘƘƭƻƴ at Port Ohope on 21 February Jessie Banks  
gained 1st place in the WǳƴƛƻǊ DƛǊƭǎΩ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ with Isabella Kirk gaining 3rd place. 
  
¶ Competitive Athletics results held 24 February: 
3 records were broken: 
Christine Sutton  - 1500m Junior 
Amy Robinson  - Long Jump Intermediate 
Mariah Ririnui  - Long Jump Senior 
 
¶ Competitive Swimming results held 25 February: 
Jessica Hough  - Senior Champion 
Vivien Conway  - Intermediate Champion 
Kimberley Childs  - Junior Champion 
2 records were broken: 
Jessica Hough  - Backstroke 100m Senior  
Jessica Hough  - Breaststroke 100m Senior 

¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ мм {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
and 1 Outstanding Scholarship in the 2009 Scholarship examinations. 
 
The following students are awarded Scholarships: 
Donna Flanagan  English 
Harriet Ferguson  Physical Education 
Olive Jellyman  Biology 
Samantha Lincoln  Geography 
Tara Schoeller-Burke German 
Marisa Sorce  Biology 
Zoe Stevenson  Biology 
Leah Taylor   History 
Helen Thompson  History 
Hannah Warren  Design and Photography (Outstanding) 
Meg Yen   Music 

Scholarship Successes 2009 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ t¢! 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
Committee for 2010 are: 
 

Chairperson:   Rachelle Fraser-Brown 
Deputy Chairperson:  Joanna Hart 
Secretary:     Jean Walters 
Treasurer:    Leslie Savory 
Staff Rep:    Felicity Pitt 
Executive Member:  Patricia Chancellor 
 

Thank you to all retiring members of the PTA. Your 
contribution has been much appreciated. 
 

Best wishes to our new committee and office 
bearers for 2010. 
 

Welcome to all new parents/caregivers with 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ 
welcome at our monthly meetings, which are 
always attended by senior staff and usually a guest 
speaker.  It is a great way to meet other parents, 
and find out more about what is happening in the 
school. 
 
Planning is well underway for this year's Fashion 
Parade which is to be held on 28 and 29 April.  
 

Our next meeting will be held in the staffroom on 
Wednesday 17 March at 7.30pm.  
 
Any queries please phone Rachelle Fraser-Brown  
578-0740 or Joanna Hart 578-5537. 

Junior Champion:   Isabella Kirk 
Intermediate Champion:  Amy Robinson 
Senior Champion:   Mariah Ririnui 
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Interim Reports for the whole school will be issued on 
Friday 19 March.   
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ 
management progress in all subject areas.  If you have 
any concerns, please telephone the Deans of your 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   
 
 

A Year 9 and Year 10 Parent-Teacher Evening will be 
held on Thursday 25 March 4.30 - 7.00pm.   
 
This will be an opportunity for parents of Year 9 and 10 
students to discuss the report with teachers.   Booking 
sheets will be issued to arrange appointment times. 

Information for Year 9 Parents 

Keeping Parents Informed of Student 
Progress (KPI) 

From Philippa Ferguson, Deputy Principal with 
responsibility for Year 9. 
 
Year 9 students have now been attending Tauranga 
DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ 
 
The students have settled well into the routines of each 
day and are definitely more assured in navigating their 
way around campus.  Many have taken the opportunity 
to make new friends. 
 
Thank you to the many parents who took the time to 
attend the Year 9 Pool Picnic. This was a great 
opportunity for tutors to meet families in a friendly and 
relaxed environment. 
 
Students have now received more detailed information 
about the Junior Diploma and it is important they 
commit to activities within the school community that 
will earn them credits towards School Wide 
Participation.   

Year 9 students are to be commended for their active 
involvement in the House Athletics Day, which allowed 
many of them to achieve the first of their School Wide 
Participation points. 
 
Students are also making the most of lunchtime 
activities on the sports field, plus many have signed up 
for music groups, drama activities, French club, 
Japanese club, Science club, Debating and Sports 
teams.  The offer of activities is ongoing.  It is important 
your daughter is alert to the Daily Notices read each 
Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘǳǘƻǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 
at tutor time facilitates this communication. 
 
aȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
overview of the education (in the broadest sense) of all 
Year 9 students.  The tutor teacher has the first 
responsibility for students.  The Deans are Mrs Scott 
and Mrs Wilkinson.  Guidance Counsellors are Mrs 
Morton and Ms Chantal Stopford. 

The fee structure for National Qualification entries 
remains the same as last year. 
 

 
  
Later this term students will be bringing home 
information regarding entry and fees.  It is important 
that this information is read carefully.  

The government provides financial assistance to 
students entering for school qualifications if certain 
criteria are met.  Students can apply for financial 
assistance and the application forms for financial 
assistance will be available from NZQA along with the 
information about fees later. 
 
Students and families will be given deadlines for fee 
payment and financial assistance applications with 
their entries and fees information.  These will be 
posted in May. 

¶ Entry for all NQF standards and up to 3 
 Scholarship subjects is $75 

¶ Additional Scholarship subject entries are $75 
 per subject 

NZQA Entry and Fees 
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Year 9 Extension Class Retreat Thursday 08 
March to Friday 09 March. 
   
This retreat is an essential part of the Year 9 Extension 
programme, providing the platform for the remainder 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
around emotional resilience and discovering self. Class 
challenges in problem solving and physical activity also 
form part of team building and personal development 
fostered at Keswick Camp Retreat. 
 

Year 10 Extension Class 
 
The Year 10 Extension Classes will have a team-building 
experience at Mount Maunganui on Monday 15 
March.  This day is designed to develop class spirit and 
forms a basis for the extension programme for the rest 
of the year. 
 
Thanks go to Mrs Felicity Pitt, Director of High 
Achievers, and the many staff who are involved in 
organising these events. 

 High Achievers 

Student Council 2010: 
Head Girl: Rebecca Savory; Secretary: Anna McMullen; Treasurer: Kimberley Somerville 

 
Student Executive 2010: 
Deputy Head Girl: Kate Ross-McAlpine; Secretary: Kaya Campi; 
Community Service: Maddison Brown, Monica Sorce; International: Leah Boyle, Samantha Denize; Issues & 
Climate: Muriwai Barlow-Kameta, Emma Woulfe; Kaupapa Moari: Jessica Mackie, Lee-Aani Owen-Taniora; 
Radio: Natalia Sjardin, Sarsha Younger; School Environment: Amber Tognazzo, Amanda Speed; Social: Mereli 
Elisaia, Danielle Lucas. 

 

Sports Council 2010: 
Sports Captain: Jane Nicholas; Secretary: Devyn Ormsby; 
Batten: Claire Bell, Melanie Smith; Freyberg: Penelope Gambitsis, Mariah Ririnui; Mansfield: Ashton Scott, 
Genelle Vanderschantz; Rutherford: Gabrielle Fifield, Danielle Tuagalu; Media Liaison: Stephanie Prendiville. 
 

Arts Council 2010: 
Arts Director: Laura Kerrison;  Secretary: Courtney Leggett; 
Communications: Anna MacDiarmid, Katie Noakes; Music: Tess Robinson, Grace Wright; Nga Toi: Bibiana 
Bidois, Gabrielle Holmes; Performing Arts: Hannah Botha, Hannah Spedding; Visual Arts: Maggie Laing, Amy 
Watson. 

Student Committees 

Tuesday 23 March 2010 
 

Teaching staff will be attending an employee 
association meeting on the afternoon of Tuesday 23 
March.   They are entitled under the State Sector Act to 
be called to such meeting in school time. 
 
Classes will finish at 12.30pm and students will be  
dismissed. 

 
 
 
A supervised programme will be available for the 
remainder of the afternoon for those students whose 
parents are unable to making alternative 
arrangements.   
 
Buses will run as usual.  

Paid Union Meeting  
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International Students 
 
 
A group of 23 International Students 
travelled to Auckland on Saturday 13 
February to attend a day long 
festival for the beginning of Chinese 
New Year.  
 
 
While there they met the Prime 
Minister John Key and other 

dignitaries including Mr Phil Goff and the organizers of the event.  Approximately 20,000 - 30,000 
people attended the festival.  The girls were very exited to be able to eat all their favourite foods!!! 

  
HEALTHY FOOD IS 
IMPORTANT! 
 

 
As a health promoting 
school we encourage 
you as parents to help support our school community by providing/encouraging your daughters with a 
healthy selection of food. This will help give them the energy they need to learn, behave and 
participate well  in all school activities available to them.  Sometimes filling lunchboxes can be a 
difficult task but it need not be.  Try and choose food from each of the main food groups. Encourage 
your daughter to start her day with breakfast e.g. cereal and fruit, toast and an egg.  Children learn 
better if they eat breakfast, it boosts their metabolism, and improves short-term memory; they can 
solve problems better, and are more alert and focused. Encourage her to drink plenty of water 
throughout the day; keeping hydrated is very important especially during the summer months. 
Dehydration can cause headaches, dizziness, and tiredness. Bring healthy snacks and lunch to school or 
if buying lunch encourage them to choose the healthier options from the canteen.  It is also good to try 
new foods, so work with us by ensuring they:  
 

¶ Eat a variety of nutritious foods from the main food groups 

¶ Are offered a variety of healthy foods ς different types, colours, textures, flavours, smells and 
 temperatures make it interesting and tasty!! 

¶ Eat more vegetables and fruits 

¶ Always eat breakfast 

¶ Are active everyday for at least 30 minutes 

¶ Are encouraged to drink water throughout the day 

¶ Eat together as a family as often as possible 

¶ Are encouraged to make a meal with you once a week 

¶ !ǾƻƛŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ƻǊ ΨōŀŘΩ  -  ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘǊȅ ΨŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΩ ƻǊ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΩ ŦƻƻŘ 

¶ Our Canteen menu is featured on the back page of the newsletter. 

Health 
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           ¢ŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ   
           Wednesday 10 February 2010 
 
 

Sports Activities  


