Principal’s Report 2009

“Tauranga Girls’ College, one school, one team, one community” was the theme for 2009 shared with all staff and
students by our Head Girl, Rebecca Weldon, at the first whole school assembly of the year. She challenged the
whole school community to embed this theme in every one of the activities and opportunities of this year,
developing individual unique gifts and talents to the benefit of all.

Reviewing 2009 from the Principal’s perspective | can see that challenge has been taken up with enthusiasm and |
am proud to be able to say that our girls’ talent, creativity and academic ability has made a great team of personal
development, community service and participation in this college’s proud tradition of academic, sporting and
cultural success.

“Empowering Tomorrow’s Women”, our mission statement and “Pergo et Perago” (Strive and achieve) our motto,

provided a twin focus for everything at Tauranga Girls’ College in 2009. A visit to our website, www.tgc.school.nz
and the newsletters contained there can fill in all the rich details of achievements this year, but a tour through the
months of 2009 since January provides an opportunity for some highlights.

February and our return to school saw us needing to acknowledge thirteen group and individuals’ achievements at
National level since the end of the 2008 school year. Leah Taylor’s selection as a member of the New Zealand
Secondary Schools’ Choir and Bridey Woudberg and Jane Nicholas’s selection in the New Zealand Kayaking Team
for the Australian Youth Olympics are just some examples of that level of success.

Our NCEA results for 2008 confirmed us as:

e The state school with the highest percentage of students achieving NCEA level 1 in the Bay of Plenty in Year
11,

e The top school overall in the Bay for the percentage of Excellence grades achieved in NCEA level 1 in Year
11

e The top school in the Bay for the percentage of students achieving NCEA level 3 in Year 13.

Added to this academic record were the outcomes of the scholarship examinations and the 35 university
scholarships awarded to students in 2008.


http://www.tgc.school.nz/

School wide and community events were also a theme for February with the Year 9 parent pool picnic on February
18" Year 13 leadership camp and the school wide Athletics Day on February 26". House competition was fierce
and participation high as Batten, Freyberg, Mansfield and Rutherford battled for top position.

March began with the SEL Young Business Leaders’ Experience for 80 of our year 12 students and the Year Nine
High Achiever retreat. On March the 1%, Children’s Day, students from Tauranga Girls’ College Sports Leaders
helped local children celebrate the day at the Queen Elizabeth Stadium.

That month also contained our school swimming sports, North Island Rowing Championships and New Zealand
Secondary Schools’ Summer tournament week.

April contained a milestone of a different kind for our school community with the passing of Alec Goldsmith, ex
Head of Languages at Tauranga Girls’ College and lifetime supporter of the school. Alec’s connection with the
school will continue with his bequeathing of funds for scholarship in French.

On ANZAC day the school had its traditional high participation with our Head Girl reading the poem at the RSA
Dawn Parade and laying a wreath at the civil service in Memorial Park.

May saw the college becoming increasingly busy with the PTA Fashion Parade fundraiser on May 6" and 7",
College Community Workday on May 13" and the Year 13 Ball “Amarysso”, held in the school hall on May 16"

On May 6" hospitality students won a gold, four silver and five bronze medals at the National Culinary
competitions. In May also our Young Enterprise team, which later in the year would qualify for nationals, won the
Dragons’ Den section of this competition. The Sheila Winn Shakespeare competition provided a forum for various
student and staff directed pieces and all of our music groups won gold at regional level.

June held huge excitement in the first week with our Stage Challenge team winning the regional competition on
June 5" and on June the 7" and 8" the trip to Napier Girls’ High School on sports exchange, one of three this year.
The excitement continued when Mrs Maria Cristina Sagarzazu won the Amnesty International Dove Award and Mrs
Margot Calder won a Bay of Plenty In-service Scholarship.

Artsfest, the college community arts festival, events began on June 2" with the launch of the combined TBC / TGC
production of Blood Brothers and continued through to early August with events ranging from painting exhibitions
to a street party in Red Square.

June 19" to 21% was especially exciting for a group of our International Students who travelled to Wellington for
the second All Blacks vs France test. Hamilton Girls’ High School had a sporting exchange with us on June 25" and
we had the novel experience of only narrowly winning the exchange with them, something that does not happen
often for our top performing sports teams. On the night of that same day we had our Junior Disco (themed
Pandemic at the Disco, in acknowledgement of this year’s preoccupation with HIN1 ‘flu).

July was another month of success for our musicians, with the Barbershop Chorus qualifying for Nationals (and
later winning gold there), the CMS chamber music trio winning their competition and the Luminosa Armonia
Chorale receiving a Highly Commended award for general excellence at regionals as well as best performance of a
New Zealand work.



In the Lion Young Speechmaker competitions two students qualified for the semi finals and one student, Merehine
Waiari went on to win this level of the competition and later to place second nationally.

At the World Biology Olympiad in Japan in the July holidays Sophia-Louise Frentz placed an impressive 84" in the
world and gained a bronze medal for her achievement.

The July 30" sports exchange with Rotorua Girls” High School saw us retain the Peter Snell trophy for another year,
the most hotly contested shoe in the country!

August began with the last event of Artsfest, the fashion show Global Connexions on August 7" a hugely successful
night for several of our girls, one of whom, Maggie Laing, went on to win the inaugural secondary school section of
the “Tarnished Frocks and Divas” local competition.

On August 17" we welcomed the Education Review Team to the college as part of the three year review cycle and
they spent a week with us, in classes and interviewing members of all facets of the school community. To quote
from the unconfirmed report received last month:

“The Board of Trustees and staff work together to provide a safe, inclusive culture in keeping with the school’s
vision of “empowering tomorrow’s women”... The school enjoys strong links with the parent and wider community.
There are opportunities for parents to be involved in sporting and cultural activities and the school can be proud of
its large number of regional and national sporting and cultural representatives and encouragement of participation
at all levels..... Teacher involvement in the Te Kotahitanga professional development programme is contributing to
positive and respectful relationships between teachers and students and amongst students....students social, health
and emotional wellbeing is well supported by the school’s tutor teachers, deans counselors and other specialist
personnel...... Through the strategic plan, board and staff articulate a school-wide focus on engaging students and
raising achievement. A comprehensive range of educational opportunities motivates and engages students,
enabling them to pursue their interests and learn new skills”

Recommendations from the ERO team were both for the junior school, that we continue to investigate the
implementation of differentiated learning and that we progress wider use of nationally normed assessment data.
The confirmed ERO report will be available on our website and also directly from the ERO home website.

At the Bay of Plenty Mathsmind competition on August 20th our year ten student team placed a creditable second.

Our Marae based careers expo was held on August 11" at Maungatapu Marae and on August 25" our Maori
Achievers dinner for students from all year levels was hosted by year 13 students.

The grand piano’s arrival on August 30" was a source of celebration for our music department and a much needed
boost to our musical equipment.

September 24" saw the arrival of the Blood Bank for our senior girls to engage in this important community
support activity, something that contributes to public health in a positive way.

Late September was also busy with the Manu Korero competitions on September 14 to 18" and our Mardi Gras
fund raiser for Student Council was held on September 23",



September and the term finished with Starquest on September 25" an interschool talent quest organized and
hosted by our Arts Council prefects, superbly presented and a great success.

October started with news that Amanda Speed, one of our rock climbers, had won two divisions of the National
Rock Climbing championships and gone on to win the Youth A female title in both difficulty and Speed Climbing in
the Oceania Sport Climbing competitions in Australia. Amanda is one of the 24 New Zealand Sports champions at
Tauranga Girls’ College this year.

In this month also our Young Enterprise team PS won the Bay of Plenty regionals and one of nine national
excellence awards as well as the right to compete in the national finals in November.

School wide celebration continued through three prizegivings, Sports Prizegiving on October 22" the Arts Awards
on October 29" and into November with Academic Prizegiving on the 11" November.

At the Sports awards we acknowledged the 19 teams across 17 different sporting codes that represented Tauranga
Girls’ College in national finals competition, along with various individuals. This was in addition to all the teams
success at regional, North Island or National Satellite competitions.

24 students who had at that stage been selected in New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Age Group or Development
teams were also congratulated. That number continues to rise by the week as further results come in.

At Arts prizegiving we gave out 41 platinum awards for success at National level, 255 gold awards for qualifying for
a National Final or winning a regional competition and 93 silver awards for representing the school at regional level
or winning a significant school competition.

November has also seen a team of students from 10 Enterprise Studies win the National BP Challenge competition,
our Future Problem Solving team qualify for the world competition in June next year and a group of Television
Production students qualify for the national final of the KWN Panasonic short film competition, to be televised on
November 14",

The Young Enterprise team, from a starting field of over 650 teams finished in the top five nationally, after their
presentations in Wellington. After Academic Prizegiving senior students engaged with scholarship exams and NCEA
externals from November 16" and we await with confidence the outcomes for those students.

December and the end of the year will conclude for year 13 on December 6" with their Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner,
the final celebration of everything these young women have achieved in their five year journey of empowerment
and for juniors with two Junior Diploma ceremonies, certificate awards in Year 9 and Graduation Diplomas in Year
10.

To the Board of Trustees, PTA, Alumni, staff, student leaders, students, parents, coaches, mentors and everyone
involved in supporting this team of Tauranga Girls’ College to do so well — thank you for everything you have done
in 2009. To the students leaving us for life beyond school, our good wishes for a bright and successful future,
whatever it may hold, stay in touch and make sure that our team’s reach and network continues to be worldwide
and world class and | leave you with this thought, from Nelson Mandela’s inauguration speech in 1994, quoting
Marianne Williamson:



“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our
light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am | to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented
fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? Your playing small does not serve the world. There’s nothing enlightened
about shrinking so that other people won’t feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do....It is
not just in some of us; it is in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”

In the year of the history making appointment of Barack Obama as a4 president of the United States | am proud
of all the shining lights acknowledged tonight, keep that illumination in your minds as you make your way in New
Zealand Society and who knows what barriers may next be crashed through, what his(her)story your contribution

will create.

Pauline Cowens

Principal



